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Approved Sources for Seafood
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How do you know if these fish

are from an approved source?
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What does the food code say?

3-201.11

(A):  “FOOD shall be obtained from sources that comply with LAW.”

(C):  “Packaged FOOD shall be labeled as specified by LAW…”

(D):  “Fish….that are intended for consumption in raw or undercooked 

form…may be offered for sale or service if they are obtained from a supplier 

that freezes the fish as specified…”

3-201.14(A):  Fish that are received for sale or service shall be:

(1) “Commercially and legally caught or harvested; or

(2)  Approved for sale or service.”

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



Slide 4 3-201.15(A):

“Molluscan shellfish shall be obtained form sources according to 

LAW and the requirements specified in the U.S. DHHS,PHS,FDA 

National Shellfish Sanitation Program Guide for the Control of 

Molluscan Shellfish.” (list url, can be subscribed to and receive 

monthly)
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Recreationally caught game fish typically cannot be 

sold as per state fish and wildlife regulations.
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Fish Advisory Information

• Also, as important, 
recreationally caught 
fish may contain 
possible contaminants 
that may pose health 
risks.

• Freshwater fish that 
come from farm ponds, 
or restricted river areas 
can be contaminated 
with pesticides or other 
harmful substances.  
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The primary method by which to determine whether most 

seafood products originate from an approved source is by 

examination of invoices or receipts.
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Gaining Access to Records

• 2013 Food Code, Annex 1, Compliance 

and Enforcement

• 8-909.10

– The Regulatory Authority may seek access for 

one or more of the following purposes, 

according to Law for gaining access:

• To examine the records on the premises relating to 

food purchased, received, or used by the food 

establishment
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Labels on boxes or individual packages can also be helpful 

in determining source, but without supporting documents 

(invoices) source cannot be reliably determined.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



Slide 10 
Commercial harvest or aquaculture tags on products can be indicative 

of approved source in regards to legally harvested products.

However, fisheries 

management tags (top) 

should not be confused 

with harvest tags.
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Molluscan shellfish approved source is demonstrated by the 

presence of required tags (shellstock) and labels (shucked).

Remember:  tags must be ATTACHED to containers of 

shellstock WHEN RECEIVED.  They cannot be faxed, texted, 

flown in by carrier pigeons, etc. after the fact!
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Approved Korean Oysters Counterfeit Product

(actually Chinese) 

Front Labels
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Approved Korean Oysters
Counterfeit Product

Rear Labels
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Approved 

Source vs. 

Reputable

Source
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Redneck Fan Club
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